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Supporting the creation of an eAccessibility Mark




· To develop a harmonised methodology used for assessing Web Accessibility (single-site or large-scale).
· To recommend requirements for a Web Accessibility certification scheme.
· To disseminate knowledge over Europe.
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The CEN has made public the "Draft CWAs for external comment" produced by the CEN Workshop "Specifications for a complete European Web Accessibility Certification Scheme and a Quality Mark", in the framework of the Support-EAM project. This is to enable interested parties who are not registered participants in the Workshop also to comment on the draft. The comments will constitute a valuable input for better understanding the needs of stakeholders. They will influence accordingly the final writting of the CWA. If such a scheme does, in fact, come into existence, it would potentially have significant impact right across Europe. Oganisations of/for handicapped persons, industry, public administrations and consumer organistions have taken part in the writting of the document from April to December 2005.
The duration of this external enquiry is 60 days, until February 20th . It is available on-line :

www.cenorm.be/cenorm/businessdomains/businessdomains/isss/about_isss/draft_cwas.asp
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The CEN Workshop on Accessible Document Processing (CEN/ISS WS/ADP) is a key activity for the EUAIN network. It will examine the ways in which this convergence is helping to build consensus and create new standards and technologies for the provision of information in formats that are more accessible for everyone. More information is available from the CEN/ISSS website :
http://www.cenorm.be/cenorm/businessdomains/businessdomains/isss/activity/ws-dpa.asp
European Conference –January the 30th, 2006
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Instruments for Making

Web Accessibility a Reality

Under the patronage of Mr Philippe BAS
Ministre délégué à la Sécurité sociale, aux Personnes âgées,
aux Personnes handicapées et à la Famille
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Programme

8.15 – 9.00 – Participants' registration

9.00 – Session 1 – Policies in favor of e-accessibility
Chair: Nikolaos Floratos, A.N.E.C.

· European Actions in favor of e-accessibility
Inma Placencia Porrero and François Junique, European Commission, Directorate General Of Information Society & Media.

· The European Design for All e-Accessibility Network (EDeAN)
Nadine Vigouroux, EDeAN-France.

· The contribution of European Standardisation to Web accessibility
Luc Van den Berghe, CEN. 

· Can Web accessibility be certified ? The findings of the Support-EAM project
Dominique Burger, INSERM (France). 

· Evaluating and measuring the conformance of Web Sites to the WCAG
Barry McMullin, Dublin City University (Ireland).
10.30 - 11.00 – Break

11.00 – Session 2 – E-accessibility part of the Web
Chair: Eric Velleman, Accessibility Foundation, Netherlands

· The Importance of Standards Harmonisation for Web Accessibility
Shadi Abou-Zahra, W3C/WAI. 

· AccessiWeb, series of actions for making legal obligation a reality
Pierre Guillou, BrailleNet (France). 

· Raising the expertise of Web designers through training. The experience of B.F.W.D. - Accessible Web Design (Barrierefreies Web Design) in Austria
Klaus Miesenberger, Daniela Ortner, University of Linz (Austria). 

· The federating power of accessibility in companies 
Philippe Rimbault et Michel de la Monneraye, Groupama (France). 

· The Accessibility of Public Web sites of Wallonie for Visually Impaired People: the BlindSurfer label
Emmanuelle Michaux, EASI-WAL E-Administration de la Région Wallone and Sophie Van Cangh, O.N.A. (Belgium)

12.30 - 14.45 – Technical Workshops – Lunch

· Microsoft: Tools and documentation enabling Web Accessibility, with Jerome Adam, independent expert – (6 sessions of 20 minutes each).

· Adobe: Acrobat Professional – (3 sessions of 40 minutes each).

· BrailleNet: Hélène Library – on-going demonstration.

14.45 – Session 3 – Tools for e-accessibility development
Chair: Dominique Burger, INSERM – Association BrailleNet

· The law to serve e-accessibility
Patrick Gohet, délégué interministériel aux personnes handicapées.

· Microsoft Tools facilitating the development of accessible Web sites
Bernard Ourghanlian, National Technology Officer Microsoft France. 

· mOdulO, a tool for editing of accessible contents on the Web
Lhorens Marie, Cosmosbay~Vectis (France). 

· aDesigner, a customisable tool to control and monitor Web accessibility
Jean-Louis Carvès, IBM Accessibility Center E.M.E.A. 

· Techniques for and benefits of user testing in Web development
Jon Gooday, David Banes, Abilitynet (United Kingdom). 

· The experience of an on-line public service : le Grand Chalon
Nicolas Descloux, Le Grand Chalon (France).
16.30 – 16.45 – Short break

16.45 – Session 4 - E-accessibility beyond HTML
Chair: Nadine Vigouroux, IRIT, EDEAN-France

· An European Accessible Information Network
David Crombie, Neil Mc Kenzie, F.N.B. 

· PDF and Accessibility
Jimmy Barens, Franck Gross, Adobe (Europe). 

· From Publishers to Readers. A Digital Library for Visually Handicapped people
Benoît Guillon, Catherine Desbuquois, Association BrailleNet (France).

· Schulbuch barrierefrei (school booksaccessible).Co-operation between Publishers and Service Providers in Austria
Klaus Miesenberger, Reinhard Ruemer, University of Linz (Austria).

18.00 – Conference close

Support-EAM (� HYPERLINK http://www.support-eam.org ��www.support-eam.org�) explores the possibility to create an eAccessibility Quality Mark for Web services, as part of the Action Plan “eEurope 2005: An information society for all”. The objectives of Support-EAM are





European call for comments








EUAIN (� HYPERLINK "http://www.euain.org" ��www.euain.org�) aims to promote e-Inclusion as a core horizontal building block in the establishment of the Information Society by creating a European Accessible Information Network to bring together the different actors in the content creation and publishing indus-tries around a common set of objectives relating to the provision of accessible information
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Two European Specific Actions 


to support eAccessibility











